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precepts of Descartes are best applied. Nor is this
surprising. The Americans do not read the works oi
Descartes, because their social condition deters them
from speculative studies ; but they follow his maximy
because this very social condition naturally disposes
their understanding to adopt them. In the midst of
the continual movement which agitates a democratic
community the tie which unites one generation to
another is relaxed or broken ; every man readily
loses the trace of the ideas of his forefathers or takes
no care about them. Nor can men living in this state
of society derive their belief from the opinions of the
class to which they belong ; for, so to speak, there are
no longer any classes, or those which still exist are
composed of such mobile elements that their body can
never exercise a real control over its members. As to
the influence which the intelligence of one man has
on that of another, it must necessarily be very limited
in a country where the citizens, placed on the footing,
of a general similitude, are all closely seen by each
other : and where, as no signs of incontestable great-
ness or superiority are perceived in any one of them,
they are constantly brought back to their own reason
as the most obvious and proximatfe source of truth.
It is not only confidence in this or that man which is
then destroyed, but the taste for trusting the ipse dixlt
of any man whatsoever. Every one shuts himself up
in his own breast, and affects from that point to judge
the world.
The practice which obtains among the Americans
of fixing the standard of their judgment in themselves
alone, leads them to other habits of mind. As they
perceive that they succeed in resolving without assist-
ance all the little difficulties which their practical
life presents, they readily conclude that everything
in the world may be explained, and that nothing in it